Syllabus: Introduction to the Humanities

Course number: HUM 1020
Meeting Times: Tuesday and Thursdays, 11:30-12:45
Location: Building 8, Room 245

Instructor: William Butchard, Ph.D.
Email: Please contact me through Blackboard messaging

Course Description and Objectives

This course covers the history of Western civilization with an emphasis on developments in literature, music, visual
art, religion, architecture, and philosophy. We will study these aspects of Western civilization in their political and
economic contexts. The aim is to gain a better understanding of our history and, ultimately, to develop a framework
for thinking about the current world.

In addition to familiarizing students with the above topics, the course aims to provide opportunities for student
growth in the following Valencia Core Competencies:

e Think clearly, critically, and creatively, analyze, synthesize, integrate and evaluate in many domains of
human inquiry

e Make reasoned judgments and responsible commitments

e Act purposefully, effectively, and responsibly

e Communicate with different audiences using varied means

The course also aims to promote the following Valencia General Education Outcomes:

Demonstrate understanding of the diverse traditions of the world, and an individual's place in it.
Engage in effective interpersonal, oral, and written communication.

Demonstrate awareness of personal responsibility in one's civic, social, and academic life.
Effectively analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and apply information and ideas from diverse sources and
disciplines.

College provides an opportunity for you grow as a person. This course was designed to that end. Ultimately, it is up
to you to decide whether knowledge of the humanities is truly valuable. In my view, it is—and | am very excited to
be working with you this semester.

Required Readings
1. Textbook: Dennise Sporre. The Creative Impulse (8" Edition).

2. Supplemental readings I will supply electronically in Blackboard

Grade Determination

You can earn a total of 100 percentage points in the course. Each course requirement is worth a certain number of
points. The distribution of points is as follows:

Weekly Reading Quizzes: 10 quizzes (2 points each).

Writing: 1 paper (20 points—completion required to pass the course.)

Exams: 5 in-class exams (10 points each)

Daily Attendance and Participation (10 points, determined by a curve—see policy below

Here are the details about the factors that determine your grade.



Weekly Reading Quizzes

There will be weekly open-book reading quizzes to be completed in Blackboard in preparation for the coming
week’s classes. Each quiz will be available to you from Friday afternoon to Sunday night and will need to be
completed by Sunday night (11:59) before the school week starts for you to get credit.

Exams

There will be five in-class exams. These will consist of 10 questions (multiple-choice, true-false, and short essay).
See attendance policy for policies related to make-up exams.

Writing

There will be one writing assignment. It will require a clear representation of an argument from at least one of the
assigned readings and a critical discussion of that argument. Your writing will be graded on the basis of your
demonstrated understanding of the course material and your ability to respond to an argument with an illuminating
critical observation. The paper will require an extended planning period during which you engage in electronic
correspondence with the instructor. This is not a simple topic approval or a draft submission—it is a joint effort
to work out some of the content of your paper before you write it. Please note that failure to write the paper will
result in a failing grade for the entire course.

Attendance and participation

This is the only portion of the course that is based on a curve. There is no fixed number of points that you lose for
missing a class. At the end of the semester, | will create an attendance curve and award you between 0 and 10 points
depending on where you end up on the curve.

Grade Scale

The grade scale for the course will be as follows:

90% to 100%: A
80% to 89%: B
70% to 79%: C
60% to 69%: D
0% to 59%: F

Classroom Etiquette and Make-up Work

I strongly encourage you to be a full participant in class discussions. Don’t worry about getting something wrong. If
something we are discussing is unclear to you, chances are a lot of other people are confused by the same thing, and
your input may well help us focus in on the difficulty. VVoicing your opinion, putting an idea on the table for
examination, or just asking a question can be very helpful in a class discussion. Always remember to be civil
towards people who have different beliefs from yours.

Lateness is never acceptable. It is nothing short of rude and disrespectful.

Class attendance should be viewed as a responsibility. | will take attendance every class period. If you come to class,
you will get a much better handle on the course material. | will pass around the sign-in sheet at the beginning of
class. If you are late, or forget to sign in, you will not sign in for that day and will receive no attendance credit. If
you have to leave early, please let me know before class. If you just leave without explanation, you may not get
attendance credit.

Your attendance score is based on attendance and participation. The assumption will be that you participated on the
days that you attended and therefore deserve full credit for being in class. But if you spend class time sleeping,



texting, surfing the web, checking your email, horsing around, doing work for another class, and the like, I may well
count you absent.

Missing class on a day when there is an exam is not something that can be taken lightly because of fairness and
exam security—for this reason you should consider it very unlikely that you will be able you to make up missed
exams. | can allow a make-up exam only if you provide proper documentation in a reasonable amount of time.
Excusable absences include (e.g.) documented medical emergencies, deaths in the family, and car accidents. Telling
me that you were sick or having a roommate write a note will not count as documentation. A conflict with your
work schedule and travel plans do not constitute an excuse.

Please note that any problems you have with the particular computer you use to try to complete a weekly reading
quiz will not constitute an excuse for missing a quiz.

Academic Honesty

Plagiarism includes copying and submitting as your own a passage from a text, the work of a fellow student;
handing in a paper prepared by another as your own; using sources for writing your paper and not citing them in the
paper. Plagiarism does cover materials found on web-sites. Note that it is possible to plagiarize even if you cite
your sources, if, e.g., the wording is too close to the cited text.

If, in writing a paper, you have any questions about what counts as plagiarism or how to avoid plagiarism, please
discuss the paper with me before turning it in.

CLEAR EVIDENCE OF PLAGIARISM OR ANY OTHER FORM OF CHEATING WILL RESULT IN AN
AUTOMATIC FAILING GRADE FOR THE ENTIRE COURSE, AND YOU WILL BE REPORTED TO
THE DEAN OF STUDENTS FOR POSSIBLE FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PENALTY

For more information on plagiarism (and other forms of academic dishonesty), go to

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyl D=193&volumelD 1=8&hnavst=0

Students with Disabilities

If you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to successfully complete this course, please
register with Office for Students with Disabilities:

http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/

They will provide you with the proper documentation for you to show your instructors if you request
accommodations.
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